00	POLYTECHNISATION
know what the polytechnisation of the school means, and
what every working woman and peasant can do to -help
this on." There was one serious danger of which she warned
her hearers—that of mistaking narrow technical training for
polytechnisation.
I have given this short historical survey of polytechnisation
in order that the reader may see it in its proper perspective, as
an educational system closely linked up with productive labour
in its very widest sense. It emphasises the interdependence of
education, economics, and politics. Communism will only be
possible when there is a very high degree of cultural and in-
dustrial achievement. For this it is not only necessary to have
highly skilled technicians. It is necessary to have workers who
understand the underlying principles of modern production, its
organisation and distribution; workers who know the science
of their materials and tools. It is the business of education to
produce such workers. The better all-round developed workers
education produces, the more leisure will they have for pleasur-
able pursuits. The time spent in school on polytechnisation is
by no means out of proportion to other subjects, as will be seen
later, so that general education does not suffer.
In 1931, as a result of much agitation by the Young Com-
munist League, a final reorganisation was made in the schools
with regard to polytechnisation. A decree was issued that every
school must be attached to a productive unit of some sort—a
factory, or a State or collective farm. This had unexpected
results in some places. A certain village in Tadjhikistan had
duly received the decree. Now there was neither factory nor farm
near enough to this village; yet the decree must be carried out*
Someone on the education committee remembered that there
was a barber's shop* The village school was accordingly attached
to the barber's shop as the nearest productive unit.
The decree applies to the nursery-infant school as well as to
the secondary schools. The connection between the school and
tibe factory or farm is very real indeed. The factory supplies the
material, scrap or other, and tools for the workshop.

